MEN OF POWER

of Hinduism, particularly, contains passages of spirit-
ual insight and yearning of sublime and noble beauty.
A contemplative detachment from the machinery of
living, expressing itself ultimately in the goal of union
with Brahma, or the universal soul, characterizes the
native Indian. To reach that goal no self-descipline is
too great, no sacrifice too extreme.

From no other background could have come the little
man who deplores the adulation of his followers, and
who submits himself to a penitential fast when they go
wrong. No reformer in western history has ever re-
fused to continue his program on the eve of its success
because he felt his followers were incapable of the
spiritual demands of that program. Only from the
oriental concern with the inner meaning of life, the
significance of persons and actions in terms of the
great cosmic process, could have corne the religious,
non-violent movement which has had the profoundest
political and economic effects on two continents. And
the end is not yet.

His Parents and Early Home. His family were de-
vout Hindus of the caste of Vaisyas, or merchants.
The name Gandhi means "grocer." His father and
grandfather had been prime ministers of the local prin-
cipality, or native state, of Porbandar in the Kathiawar
peninsula in the northwest of India. Here, on October
2, 1869, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was born.
His father had married four times, and the infant
Gandhi was his seventh child.
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